
It is a beautiful June afternoon in the Flint
Hills of KansasÑ

You have just spread out your blanket and
settled down on a slope of tallgrass prairie.
The spring grass is tender and green, and
wildflowers are everywhere.  A breeze is
blowing Ð high clouds float in a clear blue
sky.

Every thing is almost ready for the concert
Ð 85 musicians and 100 vocalists are
working on a last sound-check.

You have come early enough to walk the
wildflower trail from the Stone Barn to
the concert site and go over to one of the
Prairie Education Shade Pavilions to find
out what those cowboys in 1870Õs outfits
are talking about to a group gathering to
learn about ranch heritage.

You stop for an authentic covered wagon
to roll by Ð impressed by the size and
beauty of the team of matched black draft
horses, pulling a wagon full of concert-
goers.

Your concert program, modeled after a
naturalistÕs field guide, lists the schedule
of activities, provides plant and bird
identification tips and tells the story of
early human settlement in the Flint Hills
and ranching as it exists today.

The air is filled with anticipation Ð the
Honorary Chair, Kansas Governor
Kathleen Sebelius, has arrived, and the
Paul Winter Consort has begun a final
tuning of their instruments.

Throughout the afternoon, concert-goers
may participate in a variety of activities
included in the ticket price, such as:
¥ Wildflower/prairie walks with Native

Plant Society guides
¥ Birding with Audubon Society members
¥ Historic reenactments
¥ Discussions of ranch life in the 1880s by

a regional historian and folklorist
¥ Old time authentic cowboys telling tales
¥ Explanations of geology, water, and

natural character of the Flint Hills
¥ Rides in horse drawn covered wagons
¥ Musical instrument ÒPetting ZooÓ
¥ Presentations of regional Native American

culture

The wildflower trail opens at noon for those
walking to the concert site. Transportation
from the Stone Barn out to the concert site
will be available beginning at 1 p.m.
Award-winning barbecue (vegetarian
options) and a variety of beverages will be
available for sale from 1 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Wine and beer will be served beginning at
3 p.m.  Plan to come early enough to get
from the parking area, east of the Preserve,
up to the concert site.

You wave to friends across the seating area,
filling now with people Ð more than 5,000
spread out across the wide hillside, gently
sloping down to the concert stage.

The musicians take their places Ð the
conductor raises his baton Ð and so begins
one of the most memorable evenings of
your life.

The inaugural Symphony in the Flint Hills
concert features the Kansas City Symphony
and chorus, three orators, and the Grammy
award-winning Paul Winter Consort
performing one of the most beautiful place-
based symphonic composi t ions,
Grasslands: Prairie Voices, composed by
Kansas native Eugene Friesen, cellist with
the Consort. The Kansas City Symphony's
resident conductor, Timothy Hankewich,
will direct this musical extravaganza.

The Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve will
be the site of the 6 p.m. performance. The
concert will last 90 minutes with one
intermission. The concert site is one mile
over a west ridge from the Stone Barn,
beyond sight and sound of the hectic world.




